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IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a replacement claim list. 

1. (currently amended) A method for notifying an electronic address of the presence of physical 
mail in a designated mailbox, comprising: 

detecting at least one piece of mail in the mailbox; 

mapping the mailbox to the electronic address; 

detecting a wetP ht of the at least one piece of mail in the mailbox: 

determining whether to send a notification to t he address hased on the weitmt information: 

and 

if so determined by the determining step, transmitting an electronic notification to the address 
indicating the presence of the at least one piece of mail in the mailbox. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim l t further comprising: 

d e tecting a weight of tho at loaot one piooo of mail in the mailbox 

storing preferences associated with the mailbox, w herein the p r eferences comprise a sp ecified 
weight to be detected before executing the steo of transmi t ting an electronic notification: and 

receiving an instruction that defines the spe cified weight as one of the stored preferences 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim [[2]] further comprising: 

detormining whothor to oond a notification to the addrooo baood on the woight information" 
receiving an indication that at least one piece of mail has been nlaced in an alternate mailhov 
tra nsmitting an electronic notification to the ad d r e ss indicating the presence of the at least 
one piece of mail placed in the alternate mailhnv 
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4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting is performed manually. 

5. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the detecting is performed electronically. 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended) An apparatus for notifying an electronic address of the presence of physical 
mail in the designated mailbox, comprising: 

at least one mailbox, wherein the mailbox is adapted to receive at least one physical piece of 

mail; 

a detecting means associated with the mailbox, wherein the detecting means is adapted to 
detect the presence and aboonoo weight of the at least one physical piece mail in the mailbox; 

a transmitting means associated with the dete cting means, wherein the transmitting means is 
a dapted to and transmit signals indicating the prooonoo or oboonoo weight of mail in the mailbox; and 

a processing means for receiving the signals from the detecting means and for determining 
whether to send a notification to the address based on the w eight information 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: 

a moano for tranomitting an olootronio notification rodicoting - th e prooonoo of tho at least on e 
p i e c e of mail in tho m atfee* 

m emory adapted for storing preferences associated w ith the mailhnx. wherein the p reference 
comprise a specified weight to be detecte d before executing the step of transmitting an electronic 
notification: and 

an input device to receive an instruction fro m an end user that defines the specified weight as 
one of the stored preferences . 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the detecting means is electronically 
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10. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the detecting means is manually 
activated. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising: 

a - m e ano for woighing physioal pieces of mail in tho mail box 

a receiving means to receive an indication that a t least one p iec e of mail has been placed in an 
alternate mailbox, wherein the transmitting means transmi ts an electronic notification to the address 
indicating the presence of the at least one piece of mail placed in the alt ernate mailW 

12. (currently amended) A computer program product comprising a computer nsahle medium 
including computer usable program code for notifying an electronic address of the presence of 
physical mail in a designated mailbo x, the computer p rog ram product comprising: 

o recording m e dium; 

moans, rooord e d on tho recording medium, computer usable program code for detecting at 
least one piece of mail in the mailbox; 

means, rooordod op tho rooordmg medium, computer usable program code for mapping the 
mailbox to the electronic address; 

moano. rooordod on tho recording modium, computer usable program code for detecting a 
weight of the at least one piece of mail in the mailt™; 

computer usable Program code for determininp whether to send a notification to the address 
based on the weicht information- and 

me ans, rooordod on tho rcoordiugmodiiu i i, computer usable program code for transmitting an 
electronic notification to the address indicating the presence of the at least one piece of mail in the 
mailbox. 



5 



PAGE 6/12 * RCVD AT 7/12^005 4:50:08 PM (Eastern Daylight Time]* SW:USPTO-ff XRF-1/7 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:713 939 9508 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-48 



JUL-12-2005 TUE 03:49 PM STREETS & STEELE 



FAX NO. 713 939 9508 



P. 07 



Patent 

Attorney Docket no: AUS92001 1031US1 

(IBM/0039) 

13. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 12, further comprising: 

m e ans, r e cord e d on tho rooording modium, for detecting o woight of tho at least on e pi e ce of 
mail in th e mailbox 

computer usable program code for s toring preferences associated with the mailbox, wherein 
the preferences comprise a specified weight to be detected before executing the step of transmitting 
an electronic notification: and 

computer usable program code foT receiving an instruction that defines the specified weight 
as one of the stored preferences , 

14. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 12 x further comprising: 

m e ans, rocordod on tho recording medium, for dotormining wh e th e r to oond a notification to 
tho addres s based on tho woight information 

computer usable program code for receivin g an indication that at least one piece of mail has 
been placed in an alternate mailbox; 

computer usable program code for transmitting an electronic notification to the address 
indicating the presence of the at least one piece of mail placed in the alternate mailbox . 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (New) The method of claim 3, wherein the electronic notification further indicates that the at 
least one piece of mail placed in the alternate mailbox comprises a parcel. 
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